Extracellular matrix (ECM) is an intricate network composed of an array of macromolecules,
ABSTRACT
If not, what allows them to maintain a given phenotype?
The past decade has seen a conceptual revolution that has led to a different way of viewing tissue-specific gene regulation.
We have come to the important realization that in the search for key players in the initiation and maintenance of cell differentiation, both the cell and the microenvironment surrounding it must be included (1) . It is now widely accepted that a cell's behavior is controlled not only by its developmental lineage, but also by other cells and by the extracellular materials in the milieu (2) . Single cells suspended in a basement membrane matrix can synthesize (3-casein if lactogenic hormones are present (Fig. 2a) (Fig. 2b) 
